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FADE | N:
EXT. A BAR - BACK PORCH - N GHT

The scene opens with a woman | ooking to be in her md-
twenties | eaning against the railing of a back porch

overl ooking a | ake, snoking a cigarette. The porch is icy and
covered in snow. Anot her wonman opens the sliding glass door
and wal ks out.

RAE
Hey, what are you doi ng out here?

VANESSA
Snoking a cigarette

Rae wal ks up and settles in next to Vanessa.

RAE
Well, | can see that. | nean, WHY are
you out here snoking a cigarette?

VANESSA
Because | wanted to.

RAE
Ah. So that's how it is today?

VANESSA
Yeah.

Rae takes the cigarette out of Vanessa's hand and takes a
drag. They sit in silence for a mnute. Not the awkward ki nd.
After passing the cigarette back and forth for a bit, Vanessa
speaks up

VANESSA ( CONT' D)
| just don't get why he'd bring her
here out of all places. Doesn't he
know how fucked up that is? Like I
support himfor years and he throws it
back in ny face like this. It's just
so frustrating.

RAE
He knows. It's on purpose.

Vanessa | owers her head.

VANESSA
Yeah.



RAE
C non, he was a bum anywway. Not hing
to mss.

Vanessa shakes her head and pushes away fromthe railing.

VANESSA
It's not about that.

She pauses.

VANESSA ( CONT' D)
| didn't care that he was a bum It
was al ways about who | perceived him
to be. | felt loved by him | trusted
him because | thought | could. Then
he-

Vanessa cuts herself off and goes silent.

RAE
| know. |I'msorry.

VANESSA
Don't be. My fault. | should' ve left
hi m sooner. You know how it is though.
You spend so | ong supporting and
defending this person, it feels like
you can't stop.

RAE
Sunk-cost fall acy.
VANESSA
Exactly! | just wanted things to work

out so badly, for it all to not have
been a waste of ny tine. So |

pret ended things could be okay, that
t hi ngs woul d get better.

Rae takes one last drag then puts the cig out. She turns to
Vanessa.

RAE
Maybe this is insensitive, but | w sh
peopl e woul d stop thinking of |ove as
sonet hing that could be a waste, even
if it doesn't work out.

She wal ks down the porch steps headi ng towards the | ake,
beckoni ng Vanessa to foll ow, she does.



Vanessa

They reach the | ake and stop, just taking in the scene.

RAE ( CONT' D)
One tinme there was this girl. | was so
utterly in love with her I'm al nost
certain she could' ve killed soneone
with her bare hands, and | woul d' ve
wat ched i n awe.

aughs.

RAE ( CONT' D)
You think I'mjoking, but | swear
there was nothing I wouldn't have done
for her. I was nesnerized. She woul d
make ny bed just the way | like it,
with the soft side up and the tag at
the bottom She would peel ny oranges
because | hated the way they felt and
how the snell would stick. She would
al ways keep a hand warmer on her in
the wi nter because | would al ways
insist | didn't need gl oves, but of
course | did.

VANESSA
You were al ways stubborn.

RAE
Yeah.

icy breath being the only thing they could hear.

VANESSA
So what happened? It sounds |ike she
was awful ly sweet.

RAE
One day | woke up. | thought about our
future, and | couldn't see it.

As sweet as she was, there were things
she could never fully let go of, and |
couldn't live like that anynore. She
couldn't grow, and that's all | was
doi ng.

It really wasn't anything she did; |
had just changed. Sonetines |ove
doesn't fall apart because of sone
evil thing or tragic event. Things

j ust happen.

Their



VANESSA
That's a different scenario though. M
ex did do sonething awful. It's
different.

RAE

s it? Way'd you break up with hin
Because it wasn't when you found out.

Vanessa goes quiet for a nmonent, thinking.

VANESSA
One day | just woke up, and | couldn't
handl e the weight of it anynore. |
couldn't see a future.

RAE
Exactly.

VANESSA
It's still different.

RAE
Maybe. Maybe not. You | earned your
[imt. | think learning is |oving and
| earning is never a waste, so how can
| ovi ng be?

The question hangs there.

CUT TO BLACK



